THE FENWICK TRIAL
speedily drew out the rest. Many of the conspirators were
seized, the alarm was given, and the plot in all its gruesome
reality and imminence was exposed. The nation was roused
to fury. All classes rallied round the King. Parliament sus-
pended the Habeas Corpus Act, and the vast majority of its
Members swore themselves into an association to defend the
King's person and revenge his death. It was also resolved
that Parliament should not be automatically dissolved upon a
demise of the Crown from any cause, and that the succession
should be instantly ensured in accordance with the Declaration
of Right. Thus the confusion following the death of the
King, on which James's party counted, would be effectually
prevented. The trials and executions of the conspirators were
speedy and not too numerous. Never had William enjoyed
such popularity since the first days of his reign.
Even if the plot had not miscarried, James had no chance of
regaining his lost crown across the murdered corpse of William.
The leading Ministers were in the closest contact with
Marlborough, and long forethought had taught them to link
their future with Anne. No panic or disorder would have
followed the bloody deed. Within the compass of a single day,
swept upward by a wave of national indignation, Anne would
have mounted the throne and Marlborough would have gripped
the Army. Not a shot would have been fired. Not a dog
would have barked. The new organism of government would
have presented itself far stronger than the former combination.
No doubt after a few months Marlborough would have again
been found sending soothing messages to Saint-Germains
explaining that in the temper of the nation it had been impos-
sible for him to act otherwise, that his love for His Majesty and
the debt he owed him, of which he would ever be sensible,
made it his duty to preserve his Sacred Person from the certain
destruction which would have awaited him on English soil;
but that in other circumstances a day might come when he
would be able to prove in a manner which none could doubt
his unchanging devotion to the royal cause. He might well
have added a few words of caution upon the importance of
the Jacobites making no movement in England when the
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